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	Below are sentences and short paragraphs which may be used to inform your people concerning Wills and Special Gifts.  These are primarily designed for bulletins, church papers and other printings.  You will want to add pertinent local information such as the name of your minister, the name of your chairperson of your Endowment Committee, Wills and Memorials Committee or the names of the Committee members.  

Wills

As Christians we believe that the tithe is the Christian “standard” of giving.  The standard extends to our future giving as well as to our current giving.  As you accomplish your estate plans, we encourage you to consider the tithe in your Will by leaving your tithe to your church.

“The right to make a Will is a privilege – the same as a right to vote.”

Have you included the church in your will?

“You face the “moment of truth” when you become actively concerned about your Will.  Memorable events and interests in your life may flash before you as you recall those people and situations most meaningful to you.  Your family and loved ones and your church which nurtured you during your life will be of primary concern.  By making a Will a person plans the disposition of the fruits of his or her entire life’s work, the welfare and future of his or her loved ones, and the strengthening of the causes and institutions which have meant most in his or her life.”

Making a Will is basically simple:  You list the things you have; you decide what you want to do with them; you designate an executor to see that your wishes will be carried out; you consult an attorney and ask him or her to draw up your will in accordance with these wishes and the laws of your state.  Remember, that you will not be present to clarify any misunderstandings.  Your Will must be clear enough to stand on its own.

Preparing a Will is not a “do-it-yourself” proposition.  Only an attorney has the special education and experience to draft a Will.  Printed Will forms or software programs where you just “fill in the blanks” and save an attorney’s fee can be disastrous.  Ready-made Wills necessarily must be designed for a hypothetical average person.  In real life nobody is the average in assets and circumstances, or in hopes and plans for the future welfare of dependents and loved ones.  We all have special circumstances.  Certainly the causes and institutions to which each individual is devoted are as different as night and day.  To be valid your Will must declare your own personal intentions as to the distribution of your possessions.  A short cut that promises to “save” a few dollars in attorney fees could prove the world’s bargain for your heirs and beneficiaries – and your church.

Many people think of an estate as a fortune: and since they do not have a fortune, they think they have no estate.  Actually, an estate is the sum of anyone’s possessions, no matter what their value, and everyone has possessions.  Making a Will can help you conserve your estate.

A competent attorney should always be consulted when you wish to prepare your Will.  Lack of legal help may bring about misunderstandings, legal discrepancies, unnecessary expense, or the transfer of assets to people whom you would not want to have them.  Only a Will properly prepared by a qualified attorney can make your intentions to come true.

What are the advantages of including the church in my will?

By remembering the Church in your will, you acknowledge your debt to God and express your continued stewardship by participating in furthering His work even after your death.  Charitable giving has become an accepted part of our society for many reasons.  Aside from humanitarian, moral and religious aspects tax benefits have assumed increasing importance.  The government actually encourages people to leave money and property to religious charitable and educational institutions by exempting them from estate and inheritance taxes.  Any property you leave a Methodist Church or institution is tax exempt.

A Christian prepares his or her Will as an act of faith.  The person who puts Christ first in regulating his or her life and work also puts Him first in arranging the settlement of his or her final affairs. 

How long is a Will Good For?

A Will is valid until it is changed or revoked.  However, marriage of the testator after a Will has been written may substantially alter the effect of the Will.  A change in other circumstances such as tax laws, marriages, births or deaths in a family, divorces or even a substantial change in the nature or amount of a person’s property holdings may make a change in a Will desirable to conform to a testator’s wishes under the new conditions.

Where there’s a Will, there’s a way – to continue serving the Church forever.  Remember the Church in your Will.

Your Will may serve many purposes.

When you include in your Will a bequest to the Church, you may direct it to support many general causes or a single specific purpose.  There are a number of “beyond budget” causes in every local church which can be appropriate objects of bequests.  Institutions within our own North Indiana Conference are worthy of your support.  Church Extension, Higher Education, Methodist Hospitals, all are causes worthy of support..  National boards and agencies carry out the general mission program of The Methodist Church in the United States and through out the world and depend upon the generosity of United Methodist men and women.  

A popular saying is, “You Can’t Take It With You.” But, one person figured it out this way:  “The only way to get your treasures into heaven is to put them into something that is going to heaven.  Cattle, land, houses, stocks and bonds, oil, coal are not going to heaven.  Therefore, if you lay up your treasures in heaven you must put them to work in the high task of redeeming souls that will be fit for heaven.”

Someone has said, “the only thing that we take with us when we leave this world is what we have given away”. 

Does your stewardship end with death?

Christians are God’s stewards.  Everything we possess is the gift of God.  We are stewards of what we shall leave in this world when we depart this life.  We have the privilege and responsibility to decide what shall be done with our possessions here and hereafter through a Will.

All of us leave dreams unfulfilled in life.  A Will properly prepared can help make your dreams come true and may finish the business we would like to see accomplished.

When you include the church in your Will, your resources will continue to work for the Kingdom of God in your name, down through the years.  

Inheritance laws make no provision whatever for your interest in charitable causes.  Only you and you alone can provide a gift to your Church.  A Christian’s Will is more than a mere disposition of your property; it is an event of spiritual significance insuring that your Christian purpose will be carried out.

Good intentions are not enough regarding preparing a valid Will.  Your intentions must be stated in accordance with the laws of your State and expressed in language that cannot be misinterpreted.  Only a competent attorney can help you prepare your Will so that it will be carried out exactly as you want.  Remember, you will not be present to clarify any misunderstandings.  A valid Will must clearly express your intentions using appropriate language to provide for the transfer of property interests under the existing laws.

Making a Will is one of the most important acts of a lifetime.  Christians realize as never before that if they don’t make a Will they may miss forever their opportunity to perpetuate their Christian influence in the final disposition of their accumulated resources.  

When you include the church in your will

A bequest in your Will may be directed to support the general cause of your local church or a specific purpose within the church.  For example; you may wish to make a bequest in your Will to provide for capital improvements for your local church.

Your Will can become a new force for the Christian cause if you include the Church in gratitude to God for the material resources entrusted to you.

Before you make your Will

1. Make a list of all of your assets – money, property, valuables and the exact number in which title is held.

2. Prepare a list of loved ones and friends whom you wish to remember in your Will.

3. Write down the name of your church and/or any church causes or institutions to which you wish to make a bequest.

4. Write out exactly how you wish your assets to be distributed.

5. Discuss with your minister ways by which you can make your “will power” help in the work of Christ and the Church.

6. Make an appointment to see your attorney and show him your memorandum and ask him or her to draw a Will for you in accordance with your wishes.

The greatest use of life is to spend it for something that will outlast it.  Your Will is a continuation of your own life and influence.  If you already have made a Will, ask yourself whether it should be brought up-to-date to provide for changes in your family, or financial situation, and to include the Church.  

Review your will

A Will expresses the manner in which a person wishes his or her estate to be distributed in the event of his or her death.  Since situations and circumstances change, it should be kept up-to-date.  Some of the events which may affect your will are: births, deaths or disability, marriages and divorces of beneficiaries or executor, changes in manner of holding property, change of residence, changes in laws, change in economic conditions and many others.  Since a Will should be prepared by your attorney, it should be also kept up-to-date through occasional reviews with him or her.

In Christ, there is a purpose that runs through life.  It deepens and increases and unifies as life matures.  We discover at last that all that we have is nothing unless dedicated to Him and serves our fellowman and woman, and the new generations yet to come.  When we remember the Church in our Will, we have placed our faith in the one thing that will never die – the Kingdom of God.

Stewardship through a will

Many voices in our day emphasize the wisdom of making a Will.  These add strength to our conviction that the Church renders a service when it encourages its members to make Wills.  A Will enables one to continue special interests after death; perpetuates one’s influence and personality for generations; guarantees a safekeeping of Christian enterprises; and influences lives which follow.  It is a confession of the stewardship of God’s gifts which provides for the continuing support of the influence and ministry of Christ and His Kingdom.  A Will is an investment in eternity and immortality.

Any person, who has a bank account, owns a home or other real estate, a car or other personal property has an estate.  Such a person should have a Will.

If you don’t someone else will

If you do not make a Will, the laws of Indiana take over and you forfeit your final chance to distribute your possessions as you wish.  Your loved ones may be deprived of protection and resources you want them to have, and your church or any other charity will not receive any part of your possessions.  Expenses, which otherwise might be unnecessary, may also be a lien against your estate.  Making a Will is a citizen’s opportunity and a Christian’s obligation.

Each person who has possessions today has the privilege of deciding who will receive these upon his or her death, no mutter how many or few - by preparing a Will. Your Will reveals those things which are closest to your heart. It is testimony to your Christian faith, stewardship and gratitude to God.

You've often heard people say that only the 'rich' need to make a Will. However, today, every adult needs a Will. It is recognized that bequests of any size, left by many donors, can provide an invaluable service to the Kingdom of God. Every Christian can live on through the generations through his or her gifts to Christian causes.

Money that goes into making character and shaping destinies; money that gives people hope and spells opportunity; money that lengthens days and wipes away tears, serves forever. Through your Will you can support the Christian Church for generations to come.

If you make your Will as a Christian, you can acknowledge God's goodness and your trusteeship of His gifts, and reflect your concern - for your loved ones and for your Church.

Through their Will, earnest church members can assure themselves that their Christian stewardship - and their financial commitment to God's work on earth - will not end with their death.

Through their Wills an Increasing number of women and men are speaking effectively on behalf of the church. Thousands of people in other lands as well as in the United States itself are receiving spiritual blessings from those who remembered the Church in their Wills.

Make sure that your estate goes where you want it to go after you die.

You spent a lifetime earning it, you have a right to control its distribution and the best way is to make a will.  

A will is a legal statement of your wishes for your property.

A will lets you leave your assets to the people and institutions you choose.

Your will only becomes “Christian” when you make it an expression of Stewardship to God.

A gift from you through your will can help your church and its institutions meet tomorrow’s needs.

Isn't it strange that so many people spend so much of their time and effort accumulating physical assets during their lifetime and yet give so little thought to the way their resources will be used after they are gone?

Every Christian has a responsibility to return to God a portion of the material blessings he or she has received in life. Your Will can speak for you and thus become a continuation of your Christian Influence through time and eternity.

When we have a true understanding that we are but stewards of that which God has entrusted to us during our lifetime, rather than the absolute owner of our possessions we must consider carefully two questions:

(1)
How should we use these possessions to please Him, the true Owner, while we are responsible for their use?

(2)
What should we do to prepare for the time when we can no longer administer them?

By means of a bequest in your Will, you have a great opportunity to project your Christian faith and influence into the far distant future, and thus have a permanent part in the extension of the Kingdom of God as you and your Church will be joined forever in bringing Christ to the World.

Have you included the church in your will?

Life Income Gifts

Life Income plans provides income now for you or your beneficiary, can save on taxes, and provide your church with working capital.

Life Income Giving allows you the opportunity to make charitable gifts from assets that remain when you no longer need them.

Substantial benefits from income, gift, and estate tax can be available through the use of charitable estate planning techniques.  Tax deductions can be obtained for gifts completed during lifetime, and assets which will eventually pass to charity will be eligible for estate tax benefits as well.

Charitable giving can be an excellent way to not only minimize taxes but also provide for management when heirs might not be able to adequately oversee their affairs.

Charitable Remainder Unitrust:  Similar to an annuity trust, pays you or your beneficiary a fixed percentage of the trust’s assets each year.

An Annuity Trust is a plan that pays a fixed sum every year for the duration of the Trust.  You can benefit from and Annuity Trust by transferring cash, securities or real estate to the Trust, then receiving fixed payments for the rest of your life or for a certain term of years.  The Annuity Trust is an irrevocable agreement and qualifies or substantial tax savings.

Blessed is the person, who, makes a substantial gift to the Lord’s work and still receive an excellent, predictable income and tax savings?  

Gift Annuity:  You give money or securities to your church, which then pays you or your beneficiary a fixed income for life.

Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust:  You or your beneficiary receives a fixed dollar amount each year.  After a stated period, the remainder passes to the church.

A Living Trust is an ideal tool to use in making charitable gifts to your Local Church or another ministry.

Deferred Annuity:  You make a gift to the church and direct it to pay a deferred annual annuity to you or a beneficiary.

Testamentary trusts provide that a part of your estate be set aside and managed for any heir.  The fund can provide a lifetime income for your beneficiaries; the principal goes to the church after their deaths.

Proper estate planning is an act of life and faith.  It affirms God’s hand in all of life.  It affirms our existence as a “steward” with management responsibilities over what God has placed in our care.

Estate Planning is an act of expressing what we believe and providing for the ones we love and support what is important to us for eternity.

Making a Lifetime gift to the church is an act of faith.

A Gift of Life Insurance

While tithing one’s income remains more a goal than a reality for most people, tithing the proceeds of a life insurance policy is a realistic option.  It may be easier to tithe money we can’t keep anyway.  All it takes is an amendment to your existing life insurance policy.

Most insurance policies provide for naming more than one beneficiary.  You can include your church to be a co-beneficiary of your life insurance policy.

If you have “outgrown” your life insurance policy, give it to your church.

Consider guaranteeing a pledge which you have made, or endow your current level of giving by the proceeds of your life insurance policy.  The support your regularly give will be greatly missed after you die.  A life insurance policy naming your church as beneficiary can guarantee this support long after you are gone.

If you have a “paid up” life insurance policy why not “give it” to your church.  It is easy to do.  Just name your church as owner/beneficiary of your Life Insurance Policy.  Your life insurance agent will assist your with this.

Gifts of Securities:  

People are often surprised to learn that it is possible to give more and have it cost less, by giving of securities.  

Four primary types of deferred life income gifts.

1. The Charitable Remainder Unitrust is an irrevocable transfer of property to a trustee, who pays you and/or your chosen beneficiaries an income for life.  The income is a fixed percentage of the annual fair market value of the trust.  Thereafter, the trust assets become the sole property of your church.

2. The Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust is similar to a Charitable Remainder Unitrust, except the annual income paid to the beneficiary is a fixed annual amount.

3. A Charitable Gift Annuity provides for a fixed annual payment for the life of the beneficiaries.  The Church receives the remainder upon the death of the donor.

4. A Charitable Lead Trust provides the income to the church for a period of years, with the remainder coming back to the you or going to your chosen beneficiary

How would you like?

· Fixed payments for life?

· An immediate income tax charitable deduction?

· A partial bypass of capital gains tax?

· Extended payment of any capital gains tax due?

· Partially tax-free payments for a number of years?

· The satisfaction of making an important contribution to your church?

· To remove assets from your taxable estate while continuing to enjoy lifetime payments?

Get all of these an more by creating a Charitable Gift Annuity.

Endowment Funds

A church endowment is like a life-vest.  It allows the church to walk on water and perform other miracles.

An endowment to a church is like sunshine to a flower.  They both help their object grow.

Like the tide, a church endowment brings in money and sends out money.  When the money goes out from an endowment fund, it carries God’s message to many shores and souls.

For as little as $1,000 you can start an Endowment Fund in your church.  Why not start one and watch it grow?

Church endowments are like mighty oaks.  They all start small but in time they bring comfort, support and aid to many.

Giving to our church Endowment Fund makes a statement about your faith in the future growth of your church.

The endowment in the church is like a balloon.  It expands our church and causes it to be more visible.

The Endowment Fund in our church lets small gifts do Big Things.

Your church endowment is not just a shot in the arm.  Rather, an Endowment Fund is like a financial vitamin that helps the church maintains its financial health to grow and develop in current and new ministries.
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